
GUIDING CHILDREN’S
BEHAVIOUR



Introduction
Children need adults to teach, guide, and
support them as they grow and learn. Our
Forest Play Teachers play an important role in
guiding children's behavior in positive,
supportive, and age-appropriate ways. The
most appropriate ways to guide behavior may
differ from child to child and will depend on
the child’s age and developmental abilities and
needs. Positive and supportive guidance helps
children as they learn self-regulation and find
appropriate ways to express their wants,
needs, views and feelings. 

Guiding children’s behaviour is an ongoing
process and a wonderful journey of discovery!

We believe in partnering with families in this
journey and to encourage the use of a similar
language and approach at home

This booklet provides recommended practices
for behaviour guidance; prevention and
intervention strategies and techniques that
are based on age-appropriate child
development. This booklet also supports the
Educational Childcare Act and the Educational
Childcare Regulation in Quebec.

Guidance provides children with appropriate
and positive models of behaviour and helps
them to develop respect, self-regulation, self-
confidence and sensitivity as they learn and
grow. Guidance is needed while appropriate
behaviour is happening, as well as before,
during, and after inappropriate behaviour is
displayed. 

There might be times when a parent is called
as a resource for additional support and love.



Our Mission

The Research

Play. Explore. Learn. Nature's classroom awaits!

Hudson Forest Play is a non-profit community-based organization established to share
our passion for nature-based pedagogy, play and wonder. Our emergent curriculum
aims to create meaningful hands-on learning experiences with the belief that every
plant, tree and creature hold a lesson to be learned. These are the some of our
children’s first experiences with social play and relationships outside of the family.
Safety is our first priority.

Who We Are

To enhance well-being by spending time outside where children play, explore and learn
every day! We began with a simple Vision: To empower children by connecting them
with nature. 

Daniel J. Siegel, neuropsychiatrist and author of The Whole-Brain Child comes together
with parenting expert Tina Payne Bryson to explain the new science of how a child’s
brain is wired and how it matures, particularly young children. The right brain and its
emotions tend to rule over the logic of the left brain. We have summarized the research
into 8 guiding steps that stem to support our approach to behaviour management.



We believe that loving children, and giving them what they need, includes setting clear
and consistent boundaries and holding high expectations for them—all of which helps
them achieve success in relationships and other areas of their lives. Provide a gentle yet
firm understanding of the role of the child and the teacher.
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Discipline should never include threats or humiliation, cause physical pain, scare
children, or make them feel that the adult is the enemy. Discipline should feel safe and
loving to everyone involved. It should show respect for ourselves and others by creating
a safe environment for children to freely express their emotions. See, hear and bring
value to a child’s emotions, ideas and voices.

Discipline is
Essential

We use discipline moments to build skills so kids can handle themselves better now and
make better decisions in the future. There are usually better ways to teach than giving
immediate consequences. Instead of punishment, we encourage cooperation by helping
them think about their actions, and by being creative and playful with choices to help
guide their thinking. We set limits by having a conversation to help develop awareness
and skills that lead to better behaviour both today and tomorrow.

03 The Goal of Discipline is to Teach

02 A Loving & Respectful Relationship

Eight Guiding
Steps 



04 Be Attentive

05 Be Present, Still and Quiet

Before we redirect their behavior, we connect and comfort. Just like we soothe them
when they are physically hurt, we do the same when they're emotionally upset. We do
this by validating their feelings, and by giving them lots of nurturing empathy. Before
we teach, we connect.

06 Be Patient 

When children misbehave, it's usually the result of not handling big feelings well and
not yet having the skills to make good choices. Being attentive to their emotional
experience behind a behavior is just as important as the behavior itself. In fact, science
shows that addressing kids' emotional needs is actually the most effective approach to
changing behavior over time, as well as developing their brains in ways that allow them
to handle themselves better as they grow up. 

We need to show them we are there for them, and that we'll be there for them at their
absolute worst. This is how we build trust and a feeling of overall safety. Sitting beside
patiently and practicing stillness and our own self-regulation both models our calm
actions and prepares us to move forward. Ensuring they are safe as well as ourself and
others is best. If needed, lift or move the child away from others.

If children are upset or out of control, that's the worst time to try to teach them. Those
big emotions are evidence that our children need us. So our first job is to help them
calm down, so they can regain control and handle themselves well. See the next page
for self-regulating strategies.

07 Connect 

08 Redirect
Once they've felt that connection with us, children will be more ready to learn, so we
can then effectively redirect them and talk with them about their behaviour. What do
we hope to accomplish when we redirect and set limits? We want our kids to gain
insight into themselves, empathy for others, and the ability to make things right when
they make mistakes.




